
XKW 1-rHLICATIONS.
IR1SII FOLK-LORE.

HYTHi AMi TOLKLORK OF >RE^\Xt». W *"H
¦IsJ. .'nnil. ISino. pp. 345. (Bo <. ". '-'"'.
l.n.wii «* <''»-'

, ,

AN.irvr rt-KKs. niARMs and r«Anis of iiu.

LAND. rontrlbntl n* lo Irsh Lore. V,-.,,;
u.i:,-. ismo. PP- .-¦ m rtt*" 'v .*..*»-*
Mi I'tirtni haa raaile ;. veiy Interestins con-

trlbnllon 1.. imii folk-lore. The atoriea ln t-hia
volume were rollected by him peraonally ln tlie
\V,-st of Ireland, ln Kerry, Galwfcy and Donea-al.
Iwa .yeara aga, aad all ol Ihem were "taken
down fr< tn ihe niinitlis of n»«*M who, with one or

two exceptlona, apokc only Gaalie, or bnl little
Engllah, and thal Iraperfeotly." The ttory-tellera,
nioreover, were all " well odvanced in yeara, nnd
-otiii' rerj old." i thal their myth lalei mny he
ip-r.-i 14a>-.i na fnlrl* repreaentlnn t-1. imditions of a

romiderable nntiquity, nnd na offerlng nauiually
faYorahle lllnatrntiona of the genulne and little
modlfied native Iriah mythology. It is of oourae,

., t of 1 Ik-lore knowa, idle to look
for new raotivea in tales of iiiis kind. Tlie moat
sr-.linto.l eommunil '-:1' always be found to tmv

-,-s- ii folh »re many elementa ol whleh ii aliarea
v, it'i rall the real <.! the world, and the raoal thal
.nii i>e expected it, opening an undeveloped i-,'',>'
is tl,e discoverv of aome varlanta ol famlliur stu-

rii-s ehnracterireij by oruinnlitv ol treatment. rhe
(Inniiniitii feotiire in the tales e.-llected hy Mr.
.('i.rtit' Ij. aa al.onl.1 hnvc '-"."i antielpatcd, Hk*

i..'i-s-i¦..c¦.! 1,1 csperinl ftt-*hne*e, -it the ol.ler
liaelie kjrendaand mytha. W, are trnnsport»Hl in
readiag theae lalea to the Erin of lin MaeCool
nn.l the Fenlons. Tlir modern elemenl whleh
diatinffuiahef thc Iriah Btoriea rollected by Ken-
.ii-i.v and other* is nol preaenl here, aave Sn oe-

raaloaal fortuitoua interpolationa hy the story-
teltera We may aay, nl-". thnl tlie traces of
tlint humor whlrh rendei mosl modern Irlah
stories s,» :ii!r.-i, tiv,- nre very alinht.
A prc-medlaeval spirit is recognizahle, 'Hie

M.pernnt.irnl playa a creal pnrl in life, but Ita
iniiiler.il- is more whal ii waa among the Nortli-
aaca of Ihe Saga period than whal it came ta be
when tlie ( liiir.l: had eatabliahed its snpremaey.
We feel ourarrvea, in a word, nearei in Paganlsm
in Iheae Btoriea than to the Middte Apea. They
nre full nf flghting, aad tbelr hloitflthlratlnea* .*

simieiiTiii-s s,. grea! aa to recall tlie alaughter-
honae epira of the SlhelBB|»ii Lied, though ii musl
tie t-nid thal they are no*: overahadowed by tbe
eliiom whleh brooda ao heavir* above that tragical
hiatory, darkening more and more lo the eloee.
Our Fenlan lirn.'-s perform tbe moal atupendoua
leais with a li^lit heart. if with n heavy l,ninl.
lt is <|!iite nn every,Inv oeeurrenee for .me nf

tl-.etn 1., rliallonco :i whole army aad tu "go
tbrougb ii like a hawk through a flock of

Digeona," leaYins no iturivor. The ivitfl.es nnd
wlsarda, too, nre far nmre formidable lhan those
of the Middlr Agea, remindlng us again nt ihc
Seandlnavian aorcerera ln thc extenl ol their
raalefk powera of courae the Feninn hero ia
atwaya more than a match for lhe atrongeal ol

Ihem, boi Ihea, the hero is invariably 1i.*1im*.I at
ti.e eriticnl momeat, eitiier by aon.nimal er

iiitd or aome ipirit-maiden or awan-mniden *\h<>

knowa Hhe aecreta ol tbe ndveraary. All tl»e old
irienils of nniversal folk-lore reappear ln Mr.
I'urtln'a talea: the lnevitable awan-maidena are

liere. to reawaken the Imi: contention over iln-ir

origin, and IncWentally to emphaaize the fa. I that,
whatever elae folk-lore may be, ll is nol yel a

s.ien,.*. for thua far i? 1ms been found imuoasibk*
io reaeh afreemenl npon its moat elementary
l,ritiei|i]rs. Take tliis one question ol awan-

roaldena, and obaerva how varlona are ihe in-

ler|iret:iti<itis thereof. Sir Reorgc «'ox, Mr.
Andrew Lang, Profeaaor Mas Muller, Mr. John
1 lake, Profeaaor Gubern lia, e ch an.l aU hold
their own view.-.. Folk-lorlsts also are lamenlably
Inelined to dogmatiam, IhouKb one ahould nol i>e

aurpilacd at that, Inasmucli :i- doKmatiaru appoars
lo ie lhe normal effecl of abaolute uncertuinlj
in regard to any aubject. Science alone la nol

dogmatie. Men ol acienee frequer.tly are: bul
when they are it is a auftlcieiii prool thal lliey
liave lieen venturing lieyond the realm ol defnon-
strabie trutha There being no atabk- foundalion
fnr the acieaec of folk-lore bitherto, it i* Hu-te-

fore qoite natural thal it*. proferaora ahould be
.nore lhan orJitiinly poaltive, and that tti-j ahould
look witb a flne acorn upon aucb as decllne t.>

ne.-ept their apeculationa aa concluaive. l'erhaps
those who hold the " forces ..f Kature view','1 aa if.

mny bc n:in.e<i: thoae who explain all mytlia
upon the eonveiiient tbeory that tbey originated
i:i ohservatli.il of aatural pbenomena, and es-

peeially i" aolar aml lnn«r pbeaomena, are the1

most arbitrary of all the diapul mta; and that, too,
is natural. aince it ia obvioua thal their explana-
tions nre often the furtheal from explaining.

ln general, lhe folk-lorlata follaw onr* another
in the eommiaaion ol ohe falal blunder. They at-

tribate ta the myth-makera an Intelliarnee, an Im-
aginatlon, a aenae ol analogiea, which it is qnite
.-. iin the myth-maken did nol poaaeaa The

studenl wbo, wilb all the kaowledire ol ihe nlne-
teenth eentnry al his diapoaal, trlea I flnd oul

tbe meaalng ol mjrtha by Ifterally putting himaelf
in the plare of ihe myth-makera, is almoal eertain
io f.ill Into thia error, and in ao doina 1 vitiate
afl hk aalaarquenl Infereneea. Mr. Fiske'a theory
is anotber which is liai.li- to be overwo. ked, and he
has overworked il rtotablv in his atudy of tbe
were-wolf qneation. But tbe whole subjecl of
Iranaformationa, whicb Inclodea were-wolvea,
awan-mai.lena, enchantmenta, ete., is full ol ob-
si iritlea, and we are lncline.1 to think thal theae
are nnlikely t-, be eleared aw v until a afronger
rarrenl ol rese.iri h ia direeted lo the aouree of
tbeae atorleo.which ia, nndonhtcdly, the Orient.
The reader ol Mr Curtin'a talrt mnat often be
forcibly reminded ol tlie 1 toujand aad One
Nighta*1! and ul tbe ekler Scandinavl m an.l many
of the Teutonic mytha, the aame may he -

Traaaformatior ia an Orlental ebaracteriatic, i*
will !*. ri-ti'i-ni'ii-i'i-'i: and the Eaal haa for aj*ea
been thc oae country rn Uie world in which tlie
i-iilt «,f Indneed hallaeinalion bas «-en ayatem-
atitviliv and profeaaionally followed. Keuaa, in
his " Sari-ellerii-." BOme ¦¦ '. threw Olll R

rlew ta thia problem in his examinatiun ol iin-

eleni.-iit ol reolitj tina in tlie mediaeval
witaheraft, aad particularly in Ibe reportei of the
Sahiiat." made bs ao many iin.iisi.iiK oi a.

.and often aelf-accuaed.peraona. EtVusa waa

perhaaa the Br*l t" pui bia llngrr npon the me¬

diaeval prrvalencc ol nareotica, and to aunireal
ihe instriiineiiti.lii'. ol tbeae druga .n the rraa-
tion ol thaae tTi/teoqua nnd fantaatic Tiaioni
whleh, aaeepted literally b"th by victim.. and la*
qaiaitora, s.'t ao many iin--, burning all over

Euro|.i'
ln ihe followlni 'in i.f thia elew it is >|iilte

anssil'li- that very Onlcn'stiti" and clarifyioi
.¦esnlts may be obtalned, and it i* in Eaatern
v.m.irirs iln'i tbe dtaeawBMrlea will hava to be
prooe<-.iti-.|. TIutc. too, :u<- i<> be aouarht, alsa
in the intcicsl ol lnlk-lnr.-. new Imlits npon
ntintliiT litatn-li nf th* siiiiic "eucml snli.jcr-t : that.
inuia'ly. nf tbe liypimti.' iiln-iitiiiiena which were

ciiiiiiiiniii.ia-c Baaaifeatationa In India tbooaa>ada
of yoars ni.il, iit.il were, iti.'i.'.'Vi'i, niKini-slionulilv
latniliar to the inirsts nl ( liiiliii-a, Bahvlon and
l'."\pt. Tbeae two thinga, narootiatn and byi>-
iiniist.'i, lnav herealtei be ahown to have played
inip..nani parta in the abaping "f tbai folk-lore
vbich modern laveatigatoia bave tbeae many
'ears Btrn^icled v.-iinly to »'liii-idaj»- on t!i<" naturiil
r.nes ilii-oty and othera even fKore far-fetebed.
n this volaeae all tbe nl«i eonditlona are to im
.ound, iiii.icr aocaewhal freafcf arrangeuieut. Thev
mli-s repn-M'iit :i ilititim-lly rti'lf and alinnsl wholly
material period.the period «.f gianta nnd great
(irii-jniis tuid mighty nia-i.-iiiits and aworda ot liglit
and <ii|is (f darkaeaa nnd Inviaible ekntka and
ixiwrrfnl en.-liaiitnii-nts ami fieroe eotahata and a
liercer feaating. inatcad of iln- ll>.ly OntU, the
abjeeta of reeearefa are eapa which eaanol be
drniu-d and oooking-pota whieh eannol laa enn-
tied. 'J'ho moal nataral action is thal hoaii-
oide. and an amonnl <>f killm-. goea <>n eontin*
tinlly sncli m mighl sati-f.v the King ol Dahomevi
or Um, (en..-i .ns Uagan la tbe Xlhelangeii Lied.
To tbaae wbo are noi intereated roik-lore it may
lie well ta sa.\ tbai Mr. inrtiri's atorlea are hlghly
entertaininji h i.utj talea Btoadr, aad tbey bjbj

fnll of quainl tnrnaof cxptession which Bufficiently
mark ihrir Mrthpbcea. while the nrbtln ilitJ "f

ihoir eontbiaatlonfl will probablv make Hn-m ap¬

pear new in tn.-st readera.
I.;..lv Wilde haa followed lie: rolame on "An-

eienl Legenda ol Iwland" wlth another. in whieh
¦he treata "f Irish cnrea, ebarma, plant-lore. anper-
atitiona and enriona euatoma. Her method la too

acrappy, and her Infonnation is. for the moal part,
rather Buperflcial; bnl abe haa eollectcd a nwaa

ol ,,i,i and reeondile mattw, naefnl both fm

pnrpoaea of referenee and for arauaetnent. She
.leal-. unlike Mr. Curtia, with tho eommon and
modern popular traditiona, n* oHeeHona aml
n-a-'-. and ahe doea nol nndertake to trace or to

elneidate the beliefe and cnaloma which ahe re-

eorda Many intereatina and quainl atoriea nnd

anecdotea aie aeatteretl through her i>""i.. and

the mimtUns of Pagan and CbTlatlan Biiptrati.
lion la everywhere Btrlkingl.v ahown. Many "i

tbe ebarma aad cnrea are eommon t" acveral coun-

iiics. auch as the belicl In tlie medlelnal virtiiea
,,i Bpidera. Here is a nice tonic, f"r example:
"Alao a blaek spidcr, laid aa a aandwich lietween
im. alioea "f bread aad butler, and eaten.one

cwr.v mornimr.will be found a irreal atrenjrtl»enei
,,f iin> hodp." Swallowina a spider rolled up ln n

Inmp ol butter ia a aovereijrn remedy foi ngue,
and " a Bew apidera" tied up in a bag and hunej
iniit!.I tbe nei h will ward off lhe aame romplaint.
Wbence this faith In the henling power ol the

Arachnidae il wouid he difllenll l«

taia, bnl Intereating. Fot the falling Biekneaa
mbination rff aall nnd white anaila -

mended, orthe hearl ol a erow bealen up with hia
I.!,,,,< and dnink for nine daya, or n Ik-11 ol tlie
rreah akin ol a wolf, or three 'mrs of o milk-whitc
greyhound worn aa nn amulet. Then there re

direetiona for enring a iiiry-stii.-kt-n chihl. It l*
needlesa to aay thal blaek rata play a prominenl
parl In both while aml blaek iu.<^i<"- They have

-irreal power eithcr for or againal wii'-li'-rin".
which wonld aeem to rander their attitnde nhoiH

ns iineertain as politira. H you wanl your rhild
to be aafe from fairiea and wltcliea, givc it. a1

midnight, "a drink mixed wilh the bl.1 ol n

crowlng hen." which ol couree |»ajs4»8Be* aperlal
virt i.-s. Hut for aickneaa gcnerally the l'ro-
hibitioniata will be ahoekeil to Icarn lhal -there
is nothing bo g.I aa tiie native poleen. for it ia

peculiarly adapted i*> the climate, and. na llie

people aay, ll keepa nway asjuc and rheumatiam,
.nd tbe chill tlw1 atrikea Ihe heart: and il the
gaugera wouid only lei the prlvate alilla alone, nol

. bil of aickneaa wouid there be ln lhe whole
cenntry round." We preaumc thal thia opinion
al.ont ilio private alilla is thal «>f "ti"' i»''.p;".
and mil l.iidy Wilde'a. Fairiea and Leprcchn iaa

.nd latnabeea and Fbookea are atill helievetl in
1:1 wmt part. ol Ireland, if nol in moal part., and

it haa i<> t'e admitted thal Iheee anperatitiona add
n decidedly pictureaque and altractive elemeni to

the popular tradltiona and euatoma. f-ady Wllde
tella atoriea very neatly, and ber >'""k will be

found both curiona and amnaing, if nol in anj
M'lisi- deep. _^_^_^^^______.
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